The Battle of Leipzig           153

orders from headquarters, which drew down upon
Schwarzenberg the scathing criticism1 that Murat
had committed an impertinence which a live man
would have severely punished.

When word finally came of Blucher's success at
Wartenburg the Austrian-Russian council of war
did decide unanimously that every effort ought to
be made to reach Leipzig by forced marches; yet,
singularly enough, in the next few days Schwarzen-
berg's marches were anything but forced. Sir
Robert Wilson, who was with the army, gives as
one reason for the cautious advance that a letter of
Murat's had been intercepted which expressed
joy on the part of Napoleon at the prospect of
trying conclusions with Schwarzenberg!

It is easy to heap example upon example of the
faulty leadership of this great army. Murat with
an army but one fourth the size of Schwarzenberg's
was allowed on October loth to bar the latter's
way to Leipzig, the Austrians being so scattered
as to be unable to take the offensive. On the nth
headquarters was so ignorant of the whereabouts of
the enemy that it expressed the hope of Wittgen-
stein's being able to intercept the corps of Augereau,
when in reality Augereau was many miles distant
on the Saale and Wittgenstein was on the Pleisse.
The ignorance and indecision of those high in
command naturally transmitted itself to their
subordinates. Wittgenstein himself desisted from
a carefully planned attack on Murat for no

1 From General"Hake.